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Day/Date Event Location Time 

Third Tuesday of 
each month 

Parish Council     
Meeting 

Memorial Hall 7.30 pm 

Second Tuesday of 
each month 

WI Memorial Hall 8.00 pm 

Friday 3rd June Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations 

Memorial Hall 1- 6pm 

Fourth Wednesday 
each month 

Pop-Up tea room Memorial Hall 11-1 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

The Chalgrave News team produces the Chalgrave News in good faith and we do 
all we can to ensure that no offence is caused to any individual or organisation.  

We also reserve the right not to publish articles and contributions submitted        
to us if they do not comply with our policy. 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

Deadline for next Jubilee bumper edition:  15 July 2022 

Please send your contributions to: thechalgravenews@gmail.com 

Thank you for the cover photo to Lesley Mead of Linseed field and tree. 

Annual Advertising Rates 
 
Quarter Page  
Colour  £50.00         B&W  £35.00 
 
Half Page  
Colour  £80.00         B&W  £60.00         
 
Full Page  
Colour £135.00        B&W £110.00 
 

thechalgravenews@gmail.com / 07927 144090 
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A note from the editorial team 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

Pho

The following is a precis of our report to the Parish Assembly held in the memorial hall just 
before Easter. 
 
We’d like to thank everyone who has contributed to the Chalgrave News over the years,  
those who contributed to our first lockdown issue which was so memorable. It’s been a 
bumpy couple of years but we’re very pleased that we managed to keep publishing, in spite 
of not being able to meet face-to-face at times or hold any fund-raising activities.  
 
At the start of the first lockdown we gave all our advertisers a ‘free run’ as many of their 
businesses were closed. Since then we’ve lost some advertisers but gained some new ones. 
We’d like to express our thanks to the Parish Council for their grant which has helped with 
our printing costs, and we’re confident that we can continue to publish for the foreseeable 
future. 
 
We’re planning a bumper Jubilee Issue this summer and would   
welcome your contributions.                                                                                           
We would especially like some photos from previous jubilee                
celebrations and photos taken when our Queen was crowned.  
Please send us any nice photos you take at this years celebrations 
or anything else that you’d like to see in the Chalgrave News.                             
We will do our best to accommodate as many as possible. 
                                                           
 It’s your contributions that make the magazine special! 
 
Finally the News team would like to apologise for any errors or omissions in the Chalgrave 
News. Nobody’s perfect and we’re sorry if we get it wrong occasionally.  
 

                                                                                           The Chalgrave News editorial team. 
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View from The House 
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Rising prices, greatly exacerbated by Putin’s barbarism in the 
Ukraine, are top of the political agenda at the moment. Central    
Bedfordshire Council have already helped 9,000 vulnerable       
households including providing over 12,000 food vouchers. A further 
£1.5 million has been provided by the government to the council to 
help pensioners and anyone else who is having difficulty paying    
utility and food bills. A reduction in National   Insurance for 70% of 
the population comes in July and I continue to lobby the government 
to make sure that we do everything necessary to look after people in 
need.  

Talking of Putin, I was one of only 287 MPs and the only Bedfordshire MP to be sanctioned by 
Putin, for calling out General Mikhail Mizintsev’s brutality in his destruction of Mariupol, 
something he also did in Aleppo. I view the sanction as a badge of honour, and the UK must 
continue to support Ukraine.  

I also noted the World Health Organisation analysis last week which shows that the UK had 
less excess deaths per 100,000 population, as a result of the pandemic, than was the case in 
Spain, Germany, Italy, and the United States. Every death is of course a tragedy and I wish we 
could have prevented every single one and I, like many others, lost someone I was extremely 
close to.  

I had the pleasure of visiting Leighton Road Surgery last week and learned that with a slightly 
smaller number of patients they continue to get 1,000 more telephone calls a month than 
before the pandemic. They do expect this to fall as the backlog of people who stayed away 
from the surgery during the pandemic starts to decrease. I was also very pleased to learn 
that they have committed to become a training practice which will help them attract more 
GPs. As a result of my Parliamentary debate on general practice capacity and large-scale 
housing developments, I’ve been contacted by a health infrastructure planning lawyer who is 
helping me to try to improve the suboptimal way we currently deal with this issue.  

It was also good to learn about increased police officer recruitment in Bedfordshire with an 
increase of 134 more officers since September 2019 now bringing us to force a total of 1,411 
the highest ever. However, it’s not just about numbers it is about where they are               
deployed  and this October will mark a decade on from the disastrous decision to roster our 
officers in either Luton or Bedford. A new police hub in Leighton Buzzard will help but I still 
want a 24/7 first responder presence in Houghton Regis, Dunstable and Leighton Buzzard 
and Linslade.  
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View from The House 
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I would also like to give a shout out to Royal Mail for switching over all 43 delivery vehicles in 
their Leighton Buzzard sorting office to electric. It is another example of how doing the right 
thing for the planet and for local people who will breathe in less diesel fumes, is also the 
right thing for our pockets, as the whole life cost of this investment will save Royal Mail  
money. It would be nice to think that the cost of a stamp might come down as a result, but 
I’m not holding my breath! 

Kind regards, 
Andrew Selous 
 
Andrew Selous Member of Parliament for SW Bedfordshire                                                               
Andrew’s contact details are:  House of Commons,  London 
SW1A 0AA                                                                                 
Tel: 0207 2198134 – 
email :andrew.selous.mp@parliament.uk                                                    
Or to see him  tel: 01582 662821 or email  
tracey.farrugia@parliament.uk 

A new playground for the village 

As the saying goes ‘all good things must come to an end’ and, sadly, the play    
equipment at the Memorial Hall has now reached the end of its life. 

We’ve done well. The life expectancy of an all-wood playground is around 15 years. 
We’ve managed to squeeze a few more years out of it but now it’s time to bite the 
bullet and replace rather than repair. 

It will be a big expense for the Memorial Hall but we are rising to the challenge and 
will keep you posted. Do let us know of any ideas you have for the design of the new 
area. We thought we might call it the Jubilee Playground. 

Meanwhile, for safety reasons, and while we wait for the old equipment to be      
dismantled, the playground cannot be used and access has been taped off. 

tel:0207%202198134
mailto:andrew.selous.mp@parliament.uk
tel:01582%20662821
mailto:tracey.farrugia@parliament.uk
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Parish Assembly  
14 April 2022 - 2021/22 Chairman’s Report 

It is good to see so many of you here this evening and it is great to be 
back to near normality and being able to run an event such as this.  

The Parish Council consists of myself as the Chair, I am the Council 
representative on the West Trust; lead the Speed Watch Team and I 
am on the Bedfordshire Association of Town and Parish Councils;  
Ken Green who is the Vice Chair and heads up the Footpaths       
Committee, Peter Warburton leads the Planning Committee, looks 
after our website and organises the Litter Picking activities; Kevin 
Ludgate who is responsible for Police Liaison, Jan Day who works on the Pond; Frances   
Masters who monitors Fly Tipping and Lesley Smith who is our Parish Clerk.  We do have a 
vacancy on the Parish Council so if you are keen to join and serve the Parish please contact 
Lesley or talk to any of the Councillors.  

We work on a voluntary basis trying to do as much as we can for our local community. As 
well as our monthly meetings and individual responsibilities we attend local and area 
meetings where decisions can made that affect our Parish. We lobby MP’s and local       
councillors, we defend the rural nature of our community, we encourage and support local 
activities, we look for ways of improving facilities and the infrastructure, we strive to keep 
our community spirit and as your representatives, we listen to you.  

Our Precept this year is £7939. About a quarter of the precept goes straight back into our 
community in the form of grants and awards – we are limited to the amount we are allowed 
to allocate for grants. We keep a third for contingencies and the rest is used in the running 
of the Council activities. 
 
The accounts can be viewed on our website or via the Clerk. 
 
The Speed Watch Team has not been active over the past couple of years because of the 
Lockdown and because there have been problems with the Speed monitor.  However, we 
now have a new monitor so we will be out on Toddington Road and in Wingfield. 

The Lords Hill roundabout continues to be dangerous and I now note that there is a sign as 
you approach the Roundabout on the A5 that states that there are no road markings! We 
brought to Highways Agency the dangers of the roundabout back in 2017.  Mark has        
organised meetings with HA so we are hopeful that they will do something this year.  

Fly tipping continues to be a problem in the Parish. Cllr. Masters is quick to report any     
tipping to Central Beds and CBC are usually very quick to respond and clear.  We have   
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warning signs up now warning that CCTV may be in operation. Central Beds do have CCTV 
cameras that we can use in our Parish and through Mark Versallion we hope to be able have 
them from time to time.  
 
We have an Emergency Plan.  This is primarily for the Emergency Services to have knowledge 
of key contacts and the available facilities in the Parish should there be a serious incident in 
the area. Coming out of that we now have a small team of Parishioners who are willing to 
help others in the Parish during a less serious crisis such as power outages or adverse  
weather. The team were in operation during Lockdown getting shopping etc. However, we 
are fortunate to live in a community where we look after our neighbours.  
 
We are always concerned about Planning.  There are new houses down the Lane and others 
being built behind Ivy Farm and on College Farm. This increases our housing stock by about 
10%. We recognise that there is a need for new houses, but we strive to maintain the rural 
nature of our Parish. So, we look very hard at any planning application and make sure that 
planning rules are not broken.  
 
You will be aware of the plans for solar farms not only in our Parish but also in the local area. 
There is a solar farm being built at Chalgrave Manor. There are plans for another between 
Toddington and Chalgrave roads and another in Tilsworth.  We recognise the need for      
renewable energy and for the UK to be self-sufficient for energy but there are some concerns 
about the number of farms in our immediate area.   
 
We are fortunate to live in a low crime area.  However, there are break-ins and burglaries so 
please make sure that doors and windows are locked and outbuildings are secure.  It is    
important to report anything that you think is suspicious and report any crimes.   
 
Central Beds Council have a number of on-line consultations over the year on a variety of 
subjects. We respond to them on your behalf, but it is important that your voice is heard so 
please go onto the Central Beds website from time to time and Have your Say.   
 

You will see that we now have double yellow lines at the bottom of Wingfield Road.  We 
were reluctant to have them, but despite articles in the Chalgrave News and polite notices 
on window screens, cars continued to park on the corner making visibility difficult for those 
turning into Wingfield Road and for vehicles turning onto Toddington Road.  The situation 
has improved although I have noticed one or two vehicles parking on the lines overnight.   
 

Finally, the Millennium Youth and the Community Awards for the past year. We need  
nominations. Both awards are to recognise a significant achievement or community service. 
The Millennium Youth Award is for 18 years and under and is a ‘well done’  for academic or 
sporting achievement, contribution to the community, overcoming difficulties, or other   

Parish Assembly  
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significant achievement. The Community Award is for over 18s and is a ‘thank you’ for  
service to the community. If you have a nomination please contact the Clerk, Lesley Smith, or 
any of the councillors. 
  
You are invited to any of our meetings. They are usually on the third Tuesday of the month in 
the Memorial Hall at 7:30.  Minutes of our meetings are posted on the Chalgrave Parish 
Council website and on the notice boards. 
 

Phil Parry / Chair 

Parish Assembly  

                                    Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               

Turns out playgrounds are expensive!                                 
We’ve obtained three quotes for  replacement of our         
multi-play which is suffering from wood rot. They range 
from £40,000 to £60,000. 

If anyone has any connections in the play equipment           
industry and can offer us a better deal, do let us know. We 
would  certainly value any professional input. 

Thanks to everyone who has made suggestions about what they would like to see included in 
the new playground. This kind of feedback is invaluable in providing what the community 
wants. 

Now we have to start looking for grants and funding. There is a local ward councillor’s grant, 
run by Mark Versallion, which Hockliffe parish council successfully claimed last year for their 
new playground. That is a great starting point, plus also the Lottery fund which granted us 
£250,000 to build the new hall twenty plus years ago. We’ll be trying to raise funds ourselves 
too. Proceeds from the IPad raffle at the Platinum Jubilee Party at the hall on 3rd June will go 
towards the playground so buying a ticket (or two) will allow you to directly support this im-
portant project. 

The Jubilee event is looking like it’s going to be a great fun day with live music from the 
Thumping Tommys plus all the usual fun and games. So, save the date and come along to 
celebrate this once-in-a-life time occasion. 

See you there. Roger Masters / Chair of Chalgrave Memorial Hall 

Chalgrave Memorial Hall update 
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Chalgrave Sports Club 
 
The Chalgrave Sports Club has enjoyed a transformative year.            
The Committee have worked tirelessly to provide opportunities          
for its members and the community to get involved in activity             
for the benefit of both physical and mental health.  
 
On the first Saturday of every month a social park run takes place at Houghton Hall 
and our members have frequently attended to either run, walk or dog-walk! around 
the 5 kilometre route with other Park Run enthusiasts. It's a great location and a very 
social activity with warm ups and warm downs for people of all levels of ability. We 
are  fortunate to have professional coach, Nick Taylor-Komar as part of the organising 
committee and his experience and skills are of great benefit to all as well as the    
fantastic drive and enthusiasm of Ed Morton in moving the club forward.  
 
The club has been busy organising Golf days and potentially a cricket match or two 
later this summer which will be held at Parkfields Middle School, Toddington.  
We are also eager to provide other sporting opportunities such as group cycling and 
open water swimming for beginners later this year. All led by our members who have 
passion for these sports. Please follow us on Facebook to find out more.  
 
From a fundraising perspective we had a very successful Race Night back in October 
and more recently a Quiz Night at the end of April at Chalgrave Memorial Hall. All of 
the committee played their part in the   success, however, particular mention and 
thanks to Simon Gatward and John Parker for their efforts in preparation and on the 
night. At both events, half of the profits made was 
donated to Parkfields Middle School and St. Georges 
Lower School respectively for sporting equipment and       
opportunities for their pupils. We also made a         
donation to the Toddington Scout Group. 
 
Our next event will see a return of the Race Night on 
Saturday 15th October. Please come along for a great 
night and support your local sports club.  
 
Kevin Hydes 

                  Celebrating Chalgrave                          thechalgravenews@gmail.com               
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              CHALGRAVE WI Book Club 
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The WI book group meets on the fourth Thursday of the month at 8pm and we are       
currently meeting at the newly reopened Plough in Wingfield, which is lovely.☺ 
 
In February we read The Psychology of Time Travel 
 by Kate Mascarenhas  
A time travel murder mystery, set in a female-centric alternate world. 
This was an  interesting read with some very strange concepts.  
Would you want to be able to time travel and know what your future 
holds but not be able to change it? Or to go backwards or  
forwards in the past to see your younger or your older self? 
 

 
 
 
  In March we read Open Water by Caleb Azumah Nelson  
  Two young people meet at a pub in South East London. Both are Black  
  British, both won scholarships to private schools where they struggled  
  to belong, both are now artists - he a photographer, she a dancer, 
  trying to make their mark in a city that by turns celebrates and  
  rejects them. Tentatively, tenderly, they fall in love.  
  But two people who seem destined to be together can still be torn              
  apart by fear and violence. 

 
 
 
 
In April we read Marla's Cat by Mala Kacenberg 
A remarkable tale of survival, in which Jewish life in pre-war Poland 
and the atrocities of the Holocaust appear through an  almost  
dreamlike lens of childhood memory.  
Tough to read in places, very thought provoking. 
 
Sue Watling 
 
 
For more information contact Sue (sue.watling@hotmail.com) 

mailto:sue.watling@hotmail.com
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CHALGRAVE WI  

 

We have had a great start to the year and we are  
enjoying being able to meet face to face. 
 
Our Book club continues to be very successful, and we have also 
launched a Craft club and a Supper club. 
 
In February Janet Stowe spoke to us about the history of the Cinderella fairy tale. We 
learned there are thousands of variants throughout the world. It was a fascinating talk. 
 
In March we had a fantastic talk about the Luton Hat Trade from milliner Philip Ian Wright.  
A great blend of historical facts, the story of his family’s long involvement in the industry and 
some amazing anecdotes. The hats were stunning and we now understand a little more 
about how to wear them. 

Future Meetings 
We meet on the second Tuesday of the month at 8pm in Chalgrave Memorial Hall, Wingfield 
Road, Tebworth, LU7 9QQ. We typically have a number of additional outings and events 
throughout the year. 

NB Feb 2023 meeting is a week earlier than normal to avoid Valentine’s Day. 
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CHALGRAVE WI  
In April Burlesque dancer Khandie Khisses taught us some moves and regaled us with tales 
of her varied career. We now have an outing planned to a Burlesque show in September. 

Date Event 

Tue-14-Jun-22 Summer evening walk and pub dinner 

Tue-12-Jul-22 Royal Butler 

August Garden Party 

Fri-09-Sep-22 Burlesque show 

Tue-13-Sep-22 Murder and Mayhem 

Tue-11-Oct-22 The neuroscience around anxiety 

Tue-08-Nov-22 Eyes on the spies 

Tue-13-Dec-22 Christmas Crafts 

Tue-10-Jan-23 Women's self defence 

Tue-07-Feb-23 How to Enjoy your House plants 

Tue-14-Mar-23 Amazing things can happen 

Tue-09-May-23 Indoor Kurling 

Contact Debbie Parry / Chalgrave WI President 
Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com   Tel 07770 543797 

mailto:Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com
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The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations 

SAVE THE DATES! 

 

There are 2 exciting gatherings planned 
this summer to celebrate 

 

Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee  
Friday 3rd June 2022 

 
There will be a party at Chalgrave Memori Hall  

between 1pm and 6pm. 
With a dog show, games, Barbeque,  
Pop up Tea Room with tea & cakes  

provided by Chalgrave Church, 
        Live music from ‘The Thumping Tommys’ and much more                                                  
  Bar facilities will be provided by the Queen’s Head. 

Saturday 4th June 2022 
There are plans for a traditional street party in  

The Lane, Tebworth 
More details to follow 

 

The Queen’s Head will be open for refreshments,  
including a barbeque. 

Jubilee Celebrations 
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Welcome to The Plough Inn 

A long running much loved village pub/restaurant nestled in the beautiful countryside village 
of Wingfield.  Recently taken over by a brand new team! 

We recently reopened in April 2022 offering a range of cask ales and some new wines & 
spirits alongside our brand new menu that has proven to be a big hit! 

We invite you all to come and see us and give us a try for yourself. 
 
                          www.lfwpubs.co.uk        01525 873077      info@theplough.pub 
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We’ve really enjoyed doing the pop up tea rooms this year.  

It’s been great to meet so many local people and get to know 
more about what’s happening in and around Chalgrave.  

We’ve also had some lovely feedback about our cakes and 
bakes and it’s been good to raise much needed funds for the 
upkeep of our lovely local church, thanks Chalgrave Memorial 
Hall for making that possible. We’re really looking forward to running                                   
our next tea room at the hall’s Jubilee party on 3 June.  

Meanwhile, at Chalgrave Church, we continue to meet at 9.30am for our Sunday 
service and look forward to some of these being held outdoors in the beautiful 
grounds when weather permits. Plus we have Messy Church and youth groups at    
St Georges in Toddington.  Historic guided tours of Chalgrave Church can be booked 
through Sandra-Ryan@sky.com or by phoning 07989 645040. 

Linda Washington 

  

Pop Up Tearoom 

Sandy, Alison, Sue and Margaret 

mailto:Sandra-Ryan@sky.com
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Common earth worm 

 
 

STUART DREW ELECTRICAL SERVICES 
 
 

**Part P Certified**  **Member of the ECA** 

 

From extra lights & sockets to rewires. 
For a professional, courteous service with  

free estimates and all work guaranteed, 
please call me. 

 
 

Fully Qualified & Insured 
Over 30 Years Experience 

 

29 Lincoln Way 
Harlington 

Beds.  
LU5 6NG 

Telephone 
 

01525 875965 
 

07941 812662 
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AJ AUTOS (TODDINGTON) LTD 
MOT Centre and Mechanical Repairs 

 

Free local delivery and collection 
 

Other services include: 
 

➢ MOT’s 

➢ Tyres 

➢ Exhaust 

➢ Servicing 

➢ All major repairs 
 

 

-  Competitive Pricing  -  
 
 
 

Opening Hours: 8.00am – 6.00pm Monday - Friday 
 

17-19 High Street, Toddington, Beds. LU5 6BX 
 

Tel: 01525 872630                                           
ajautostoddington@gmail.com                                   
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Osteopathy 

Cranial Osteopathy 

Naturopathy 

Pregnancy Massage 

Sports Massage 

 

Arthritic and Rheumatic Pain 

Back Ache, Back Pain, Sciatica and Nerve Pain 

Neck Pain, Headaches and Migraine prevention 

Frozen Shoulder, Tennis Elbow and General joint pains 

Circulatory problems, Cramps, Inability to relax and Muscle Spasms  

Digestion problems 

Fibromyalgia and Chronic Pain Syndromes 

Sports Injuries 

Pregnancy Care 

Free ½ hour checks for babies & toddlers up to 3 years old  

 

Appointments: Monday-Friday 8am-10pm and Saturday 9am-6pm 
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Hallworth Farm – The Granary 
Three self-catering cottages available for short-term rentals, each with two 
bedrooms, a family bathroom and an open-plan living space. 

For enquiries, please visit our website, hallworthfarm.co.uk, or phone 01525 874163.  
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The Integrated Coaching Academy 
 
 
 

 
 

Would you like to be a  
Therapeutic Life Coach or Trainer? 

 

Enrol now 
The NCFE accredited  

Fusion® Therapeutic Coaching Diploma 
And Distance Learner Skills Certificate 

 

Contact: 
 

Frances.masters@btinternet.com 
 

www.integratedcoachingacademy.com 
 

 

K & K PETFOODS 
 

YOUR FRIENDLY LOCAL PETFOOD 
SHOP 

WHATEVER YOUR NEEDS,  
WE CAN SUPPLY 

 
Horse Feeds and Equipment 

 

Large range of Dog and Cat foods 
(e.g. Hills, IAMS, Eukanuba, Beta, Bakers 

and many more) 
 

Weekly special offers on canned food 
 

All small animals catered for 
 
 

HOME DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 
 

Open Mondays to Saturdays  
(closed Wednesdays) 

 

Market Square, Toddington   
01525 872003 

 

Regular Domestic 
One Off’s  

(Whole House or Room Specific) 
Moving In/End of Tenancy 

Deep Clean’s,  Office Clean’s,  Build 
Clean’s 

 
Call 07743 534877 to  

Chat with Chaney 
 

 For information about the  

West Trust  

Please visit the 

 Chalgrave Parish website.  

You can download  

an application form to  

apply for a grant  

or call  Lesley 01525 874716. 

              Deadline for applications  
                         6th June 2022 

mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:Frances.masters@btinternet.com
http://www.integratedcoachingacademy.com
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Highly recommended across all platforms with 

20 Years experience working across the  

commercial and domestic sectors. Award 

winning, fully qualified and insured team  

offering only the highest standards of  

workmanship, project management and  

customer care. 
 

New works and restoration projects. 

 

• Pitched roof projects 

• Flat roof projects 

• Leadworks 

• Skylight installer 

• Solar installer 

• Roof repair and cleaning 

 
 

01908 042 038 

07305 795 484 

info@rosboroofing.com 

www.rosboroofing.com 

@rosbo_roofing 

@Roofers 
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 Recipe Corner   

 

A Devon recipe from Cider Lil (AKA Chris McDonagh) an  
old Tebworthian, now living in Glorious Devon. 

DEVON APPLE CAKE  
Devon apple cake is moist & fruity, packed with fresh apple                                                                  
pieces & flavoured with cider. Crunchy honey crumble makes                                                                   
it a great dessert or teatime treat.                                                                        

For the honey crumb topping                                                                                     
55g butter or margarine, melted  / 4tbsp honey /   150 g plain flour                                                                                              

For the cake                                                                                                                                                                       
2-3 dessert apples (approx. 350g) / 125 ml cider (hard cider,) / 110 g butter or                                            
margarine / 110 g golden caster sugar /  2 eggs / 225 g plain flour / 1 tsp mixed                                                    
spice (or use pumpkin pie spice or your preferred sweet spice blend) 

Instructions                                                                                                                                                   
Start by making the topping. Whisk the melted butter or margarine with the honey, then                              
stir in the flour to give a stiff dough. Set aside to cool while you make the cake.                                                                                        

 Line a 20cm (8 inch) loose-bottomed round cake tin with greaseproof paper and set                                             
aside. Preheat the oven to 180°C (350°F)                                                                                                   
Remove the cores from the apples and discard. Cut the apple flesh into small dice and                                       
place in a bowl. Pour the cider over the apple pieces and leave to macerate.                                              
In a large mixing bowl cream the butter or margarine with the sugar until light                                                 
and fluffy. Beat in the eggs one at a time. If the mixture starts to split, add a tbsp. or two.                                 
of flour with the eggs. Add the rest of the flour together with the spice and baking paper.                                  
Mix well. Drain the cider from the apple pieces and beat in to give a soft and creamy                                        
batter. Finally stir in the diced apples until they are evenly distributed through the batter.                                  
Pour the mixture into the lined cake tin and level  

 To make the crumb topping, you can either crumble the dough by hand, or else gently rub 
it through a cheese grater to produce shreds of dough. Sprinkle the crumbs/shreds over the 
batter in an even layer. 

Bake at 180°C (350°F) for 45-50 minutes, until a 
toothpick inserted into the centre of the cake comes 
out clean. If the cake seems to be browning too 
quickly, cover loosely with a piece of foil but re-
move it 5-10 minutes before the end of the cooking 
time. Remove the cooked cake from the oven and 
allow to cool in the tin for 20 minutes before gently 
removing and allowing to cool fully on a wire rack. 
Fabulous with Devon clotted cream 
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               WATER FOR WILDLIFE 

Water is one of the best things to attract wildlife into your garden. Birds need to drink and 
bathe, frogs and newts need water to breed, many insects spend part of their life cycle in 
water and swallows scoop up water in flight to make the mud to build their nests. In recent 
years many rural ponds have been lost due to development or  
neglect. With this in mind last winter I decided to make a wildlife pond - not the best time of 
year to do it. 
 
The larger the pond the easier it is to maintain its ecological balance and avoid wide         
fluctuations in temperature throughout the year but even a small pond will attract  

wildlife. Ideally it should be at least 50cm deep to allow room for water plants and avoid 
overheating in summer. Pond plants need sun to thrive but a site with some dappled shade is 
OK. Avoid putting a pond in deep shade or under trees which will shed their leaves and    
pollute the water. For a wildlife pond incorporate a shallow area with a beach which will  
allow small creatures to come and go or make their escape if they accidentally fall in. In a 
fairly dry area like Chalgrave it’s almost impossible to fill a pond with rainwater alone but if 
you use tap water leave it a week or two for the chlorine to evaporate before you start 
planting your pond. You can add a bucket of water from an established healthy pond to   
introduce some natural microorganisms but they will find their own way in eventually. When 
planting a wildlife pond it must contain some submerged plants to oxygenate the water and 
some floating leaved plants such as waterlilies which provide shelter from the sun.             
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WILD CHALGRAVE 

Aim to cover a third to half of the pond’s surface with floating leaved plants. If you add a 
spiky-leaved plant such a water iris you may be lucky enough to see a newly emerged      
dragonfly drying its wings in the sun. Plant densely around the edge of the pond with leafy 
vegetation to give cover for creatures to approach. There is a vast amount of information 
available online and elsewhere to inspire you and provide a lot more practical advice but no 
garden is too small for a pond. 
 
Over the last few years we’ve all become more aware of the importance of the natural world 

not only for the future of the planet but also for our own wellbeing and mental health,          
so encourage a bit more biodiversity into your garden. 
It’s still a work in progress and I had no frogspawn this year but there are pond skaters      
already and the birds are using it to drink. 
 
Janet Day 
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          How does your Garden grow? 

Plant propagation - Plants for free 
 

In these difficult economic times, the canny gardener is always 
looking for ways to increase their range and number of plants 
without having to spend their hard-earned money. There are 
several ways of doing this: 
 
Sowing Seed - Most plants can be successfully raised from 
seed. Annuals will flower the same year; perennials, shrubs and 
trees will take a bit longer depending on the species. Seed propagation is good for unusual 
and rare species that are not always available in garden centres. If you collect your own seed, 
the offspring may not always be the same as the parent plant. If you want identical plants, 
the use one of the two following methods: 
 
Division - Most herbaceous perennials can be propagated by division. The whole clump can 
be lifted and divided, using a spade to cut it into sections or prise the clump apart using two 
forks; or a small piece can be sliced off the edge of the plant, leaving the remainder of the 
plant in the soil. This is best done in Spring or Autumn. When dividing plants, it is best to cut 
the foliage off so as not to put too big a strain on the roots whilst they are establishing. It is 
important to keep the new plants well watered for the rest of the season. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Cuttings – Softwood cuttings are taken in the Spring using soft new growth. Cut off 3-4 inches 
of shoot just below a leaf node, remove the lower leaves and put in a pot of 50% compost 
and 50% grit or Perlite. They need to be kept in a warm place, out of direct sunlight inside a 
plastic bag or propagator. They will root quickly and when new signs of growth appear, the 
plastic bag can be removed. 
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Greenwood or semi-ripe cuttings are taken mid to late summer when the shoots have     
started to harden. Treat them as you would softwood cuttings.  
In Summer, it is warm enough to leave them outside. Any grey-leaved or hairy plants like 
Pelargoniums, Rosemary or Lavender don’t need the plastic bag treatment. 
 
If you follow these suggestions, you will have more plants than you know what to do with, 
but you can share them with family, friends and neighbours, another good way to increase 
your range of plants. Enjoy your gardening, whatever the weather. 

John Wojdyla 
 

The book club is still going strong with seven members, reading a 
wide variety of books some of which have been fantastic, others 
have drawn mixed reactions. 
We take it in turns to host a meeting which usually happens every 
four to six weeks and we chat and discuss the book over a coffee 
and cake. 
We also have the occasional lunch and have recently been to the French Horn in  
Steppingley, a lovely pub and restaurant and the food was very good.  
 
IF ANYONE WOULD LIKE TO JOIN US PLEASE CONTACT NOELEEN THOMSON ON 0789909477  

Book Club - Update 
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Report from the Parish Assembly. 
 
Linda, our priest in charge, cant be 
here tonight and sends her        
apologies. Today is Maundy  
Thursday, the last supper which  
Jesus ate with his disciples before 
being arrested, and is presiding 
over two services. So you’ve got me 
instead. I have been All saints treasurer for 10 years + vat . 
 

The names Calder , Steve Calder. 
 

Two years ago we celebrated All Saints 800 year anniversary September 12th 
in the grounds of the church . 30 of us celebrated this wonderful occasion. 
 
Pop Up Tea Rooms continue to be a success. Next one is April. In addition to 
cakes, soup & quiches will be served. They will continue on the 4th  
Wednesday of each month. There will not be one in May. Thanks to the  
success of the Pop Up Tea Room, some of the ladies are keen to have a 
chance to meet another day each month - to play games, do craft or have a 
lunch and a singalong. The Pop Up Tea Room has been such a success, 
bringing people together in a community hub and it would be good to consider 
how else we can be church in Tebworth. 
 
May 21st we’ll be hosting a Platinum Jubilee Afternoon Tea at the church. 
Tickets need to be booked. Alison Stone will take the bookings. If nice  
weather this will be held outdoors.  
 
We’re hoping to have a wine & cheese music evening on October 1st. was to 
ask Phil & Parish Council to help with this. Perhaps ask the musician to  
perform as well.  
 
Once the weather is warm enough, we will once again hold some of our  
Sunday services outside.  
 
We had to repair roof after the storms. 40 tiles came off 6 of which had to be 
replaced   
 
Youth group met again this month with older group last week and younger 
group this week with time to think about Lent and about prayer...and we also 
had good fun eating pancakes and playing games.   

All Saints Church, Chalgrave 
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Messy Church restarted on Friday March 11th (after a couple of months rest 
due to Covid etc) and we had fun craft activities, songs, tea and a Bible  
story.  It is so good to meet up with our young families again. 
 
Linda and Nigel led assemblies at Parkfields school with a focus on Prayer - 
thinking particularly of Ukraine.  Linda continues as a lower school governor 
and leads a weekly collective worship at St George's lower school, teaching 
about Jesus - thanks to Covid, meeting either on zoom, in key stage bubbles 
and now this half-term, finally meeting as a whole school again. It is so good 
to be able to be part of school again. 
 
Linda has been running two Monday groups looking at 'The Bible Course' 
over 8 weeks with a group at the rectory and another group online and now 
we are in Lent, the Quintet Lent online course started on Thursday 
10th March. 
 
Sadly, David Owen the organist, who plays twice a month is moving to Spain 
and he plays his last service with us on 20th March, so we will be looking for 
another organist soon.  
 
Future services: 
Maundy Thursday April 14th  
Good Friday April 15th 9 30 am Easter Reflection Service  
Easter Sunday April 17th 9.30am 
 
We will be decorating the church for Easter celebrations again this year, 
thanks to a wonderful team of volunteers 
 
Thank you for your help and support. 
 
There was a preacher who fell in the ocean and he couldn’t swim. When a 
boat came by, the captain yelled, “Do you need help, sir?” The preacher  
calmly said “No, God will save me.” 
A little later, another boat came by and a fisherman asked, “Hey, do you need 
help?” The preacher replied again, “No God will save me.” 
Eventually the preacher drowned & went to heaven. The 
preacher asked God, “Why didn’t you save me?” God re-
plied, “Fool, I sent you two boats!” 

Steve Calder 

All Saints Church, Chalgrave 
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    www.chalgravepc.org.uk 
 
The Chalgrave PC website has been up and running since 2015, but it 
seems that some parishioners are unaware of its existence. This article aims 
to set the record straight. You may not know about us, but thanks to our new 
CCTV cameras and phone trackers, we’ve a pretty good idea who and where 
you all are, at any moment in time. We’re building a real-time tracking  
system, a bit like Flightradar24, only for Chalgrave residents!  Not! 
 
However, we are posting regularly on the parish council website about  
matters that should concern you, such as local solar farm developments, 
highways issues, fly tipping and littering, as well as forthcoming parish events 
and the valuable work carried out by the Parish Council.    
 
The Parish Council strives to represent your interests and to maintain and 
improve the quality of life and the local environment of Tebworth, Wingfield 
and Chalgrave. We are an elected tier of local government and we can  
influence other decision makers at local and national level. 
 
The website also provides our parishioners with a list of the public services 
and amenities available in the local area as well as local news, community 
events, sports and social clubs, other meetings that may be of interest – and 
a full back catalogue of past issues of the Chalgrave News. We also hope 
this website will provide non-residents with some insights into village life and 
the benefits of living in this growing, vibrant and friendly parish. 
We would love to see more of you visiting the website and invite you to sign 
up to receive notifications of new posts by email. All you need to do is click 
on the site, enter your email address and hit the “Subscribe” button.  You 
should receive an email within a few minutes, simply confirm your address 
and the notifications will arrive when posted.      
Grateful thanks are due to Simon Gatward, who created the site and keeps a 
watchful eye over it, and Mike Wells, who fixes things when it falls over. If 
you have any ideas for articles or would like to provide feedback on the  
website, please let me know. 

 

Peter Warburton (peter.warburton@chalgrave-pc.gov.uk) 
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  Chalgrave Parish Council website 

http://www.chalgravepc.org.uk
mailto:peter.warburton@chalgrave-pc.gov.uk
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  Aunt Agnes 
 
Well Hello once again Dear Readers. 

I must tell you that since my last letter the weather has been         
almost unbearably hot out here in the Caribbean but I don’t want 
any of you reading this to feel sorry for me as it was my choice all 
those years ago to move from Chalgrave to my luxury  seafront 
house otherwise I would have faced an unjust charge of tax    
evasion.  

We do still have one thing in common though and that is that my 
cost of living has gone through the roof in the same way I am told 
you are also suffering. Have you seen the vast price increases in bottles of  
champagne, clothing from the top French fashion houses and other everyday  
essentials such as caviar, fillet steak, oysters etc? 

Anyway, enough of my problems. Once again I find myself having to apologise to 
a reader of the Chalgrave News, but as I have pointed out in the past, I cannot be 
held responsible for a reader’s poor handwriting. 

You will all remember that in my column in the last issue of the Chalgrave News, 
Mrs X wrote asking me for advice on what later turned out to be how best to wash 
down her male walking groups wellies where she was activities secretary.       
Unfortunately, I misread the word wellies. I must admit when I asked her what 
sizes were we talking about and she replied ‘average size 10’s’ I did find this very 
odd as I had never realised that there was a sizing chart for this part of the male 
body, but as I have said in the past who am I to question a reader? 

I totally reject Dunstable police’s allegations that my reply was in any way          
obscene and the photo’s I sent, and you printed, demonstrating exactly how to 
wash down these parts were essential to the explanation in my article, and I  
apologise for the Chalgrave News team being arrested for publishing an obscene 
magazine and for the short time they spent in police custody. 

However, look on the bright side, once news of your arrests got out into the         
media, that  issue of the Chalgrave News became the highest 
circulation issue ever, even being sold overseas! 

Fortunately, as I live abroad in a country that does not have an  
extradition treaty with the UK the police cannot arrest me! 

And finally, to all those gentlemen who contacted me after   
reading the article, apart from the totally obscene suggestions 
by some, you can purchase all the ingredients needed to follow 
my original advice in any high street pharmacy with the notable 
exception of bleach.  

Until next time dear readers. 
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  FOR BOOKINGS PLEASE TELEPHONE: 07831 482556 

Chalgrave Memorial Hall 
Fees and Charges effective from 1st January 2019 

 

*NB. Hall must be vacated and locked up by this time. 

Period 

Parish Resident 
Individual and Par-

ish Voluntary  
Community Groups 

**Non-Parish  
Resident 

or 
Parish  

Commercial 

**Non-Parish  
Organisation/ 
Commercial 

MONDAY TO FRIDAY       

9am – 6pm £9.00 per hour £18.00 per hour £21.00 per hour 

6pm – 11pm* £10.50 per hour £21.00 per hour £28.50 per hour 

FRIDAY       

6pm – 12 midnight* £130 £260 £295 

SATURDAY       

9am – 6pm £11.50 per hour £23.00 per hour £26.50 per hour 

6pm – 12 midnight* £145 £290 £370 

12.30pm – 12  
midnight* £185 £370 £425 

SUNDAY       

10am – 10pm* £11.50 per hour £23.00 per hour £29.00 per hour 

‘WEEKEND RATE’       

(Friday 6pm to Sun-
day 12 noon) 

NB Hall must be  
vacated at 11pm  

Friday and 12 mid-
night Saturday 

£305 £610 £720 

• Bank Holidays/New Year’s Eve – Rates on application 

• Committee Room available for hire separately when Hall not hired – Rates on application 

• **Block/Regular booking discount of up to 15% available 

• Bookings outside above hours subject to individual rates on application. 

• Non-refundable deposit of 50% of the booking fee payable to confirm booking.   

• £300 damage deposit required on all bookings – refundable in full subject to no damage caused to 

Hall, contents, equipment or grounds and the Hall and grounds being left in a clean and tidy state.  
NB: should the cost of reparation to the Hall contents or equipment the Committee reserve the right 
to pursue the balance. 

                  

Enquiries—Bookings 07831 482556   Information—Roger Masters  01525 873039 
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             USEFUL  CONTACTS  

 Parish Council   www.chalgrave.org 

 Clerk Lesley Smith 874716 chalgravepc@btinternet.com 

 Chairman Phil Parry 07831 605600 phil@philparryassociates.co.uk 

 Councillors Ken Green 874107 kentebworth@gmail.com 

 Peter Warburton 874036 pwarburton45@gmail.com 

 Kevin Ludgate 07768 606968 kevin.ludgate@Oliverlandpower.co.uk 

 Frances Masters 873039 frances.masters@btinternet.com 

 Vacancy   

 Jan Day 875921 Janet.day456@btinternet.com  

 Council Central Beds 03003 008000 www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 Ward Cllr Mark Versallion 03003 008555 Mark.versallion@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk 

 MP Andrew  Selous 01582 662821 selousa@parliament.uk 

 Memorial Hall Bookings/ Velda Cooke 07831 482556  

 Senior Citizens Roger Masters 873039 roger.masters@btinternet.com 

 Speedwatch Mike Wells 877098 mikewells@clara.co.uk 

 Rector Rev Linda Washington 714442  

 Warden M. Chalmers     01582 605561                  

 Warden S. Russell         07796 66174         

 West Charity Clerk Lesley Smith 874716  

 Schools    

 Lower St Georges 872360 office@toddstg.co.uk 

 Middle Parkfields 872555 schooladmin@parkfield.cbeds.co.uk 

 Upper Harlington 755100 enquiries@harlington.org 

 Doctor Medical Centre 872222 www.toddingtondoctors.co.uk/ 

 Library Toddington 03003 008069  

 Police                       101  

 Helping Hands  07882 988270  

 Public Houses    

 The Plough Amy Flitton 873077  

 Clubs    

 Rotary Club Chris Osborn 873920  

 Sports Club Phil Parry 07831 605600 www.chalgravesportsclub.co.uk 

 Tennis Club Roger Fenwick 07814 598309  

 Chalgrave WI Debbie Parry    07770 543797 Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com 

 Brownies/Guides Dee Curtis 872649  

 Rainbow Dee Curtis 872649  

 Cubs Scouts Karen Calder 873065  

http://www.chalgrave.org/
mailto:chalgravepc@btinternet.com
mailto:phil@philparryassociates.co.uk
mailto:pwarburton45@gmail.com
mailto:kevin.ludgate@Oliverlandpower.co.uk
mailto:frances.masters@btinternet.com
http://www.centralbedfordshire.gov.uk/
mailto:Mark.versallion@centralbedfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:selousa@parliament.uk
mailto:roger.masters@btinternet.com
mailto:mikewells@clara.co.uk
mailto:office@toddstg.co.uk
mailto:schooladmin@parkfield.cbeds.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@harlington.org
http://www.toddingtondoctors.co.uk/
mailto:Debbie.helen.parry@outlook.com
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